The father of the. Virginia
pilot Francis G. Powers, held
ns a spy by Seviet Russia,
tnok the first step yesterday
toward a possible yisit to Eu-
rope gs the guest of an anon-
vmous Richmond man.

Oliver W, Powers, 5§, of
Pound in Wise Counfy went
to Kederal Distriet Court in
Abingdon to apply for a pass-
port 1o Paris.

towers, willing to under-
tike the trip “on the chance
! wmight, help,” said he was
ready to offer himself in the
place-of his son, Francis, 30.

Sen, A. Willis Robertson

(1)-Va) obtained assuranfe
{rom #he State Department it
would act “prompfly ‘and
favorahly” on PowWers' pass-
.purt application ay Jong as he
jundertook tl&e tFiptofl a per-
sonal basis, A g sman said
g!he State Depﬁ‘%%‘leent would
‘50l sponsor Powers' ttip..
i But after jearning’ of {he
rollapse of Summit-talks in
{Paris, Powers said he believed
ihere would be 00, point in
his going there. He added, he
would look into the possibility -
»f going to Russia to see his;
suAa or atlempt to exchange
Hhmself fur his son.

wv if they’ll permit me to:
i there and back or let me|
w:ay there and send my son|
hack home,” the father said. !

The Richmond man, who|
yrefers anonymity, sald sev-'
vral facts had prompted him
to suggest a quick trip to:
tarjs by the father, i

“When Kbrushchey wag in|
Lhis country,” he said, “he,
4ave one man a watch and.
welped another family to get!
together. It seems to me he

[

- ¥ “ would like to go see my
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has a heart and does humani-
tarian things now and then,
perhags when it suits his pur-|
pose. Mr. Powers said he was;

2 miner for maHy Yetrs and so
was Khrushchey. i
CYIiMr. Bé¥ers went to]
Par{s_while Khrughchev was
thers, he just ‘mHNY have a
chance .to “see’; shchev,

face to face and ‘talkK it over.!
It might help. . least it!
wouldn't hurf. If Would give|
the Powers '$dmily peace of

mind, after all:their son. has!
done' for the "Unlted States.

- Powers, a copl miner for 15°
years, now operates a shoer

repair business in Norton, 15,
miles from his Pound home o,
South}est Virginia. l
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